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BEGINS 

  

English Sparkling Wine set for mainstream, according to new report 

 
Over half of the UK sparkling wine drinking population say they have tried English sparkling wine, 

thanks to a better supply and a growing reputation for quality, according to new research published 

today. 

 

Sparkling wine from England, made using the “traditional method”, or the same way as 

Champagne, has been increasing sales dramatically over the past 5 years as investment has 

poured into vineyards in the south of England. 

 

During the same period sparkling wine sales in general have climbed rapidly in the UK, from 

around 6 million 9L cases in 2006 to 10 million cases in 2010, defying both the economic downturn 

and slowing growth in the still wine category. 

  

According to the Wine Intelligence UK Sparkling Report, around 15 million out of the 25 million 

people in the UK who drink sparkling wine at least once a year say they have tried English 

sparkling wine at least once, with Christmas and the associated party season the most popular 

occasion.  

 

English sparkling is proving particularly popular among “committed” sparkling wine drinkers – those 

who say they drink sparkling wine at least once a month. New World sparkling wine is the fizz this 

group are most likely to drink frequently, followed closely by Cava, and then by English sparkling, 

which puts it ahead of Champagne amongst these more regular sparkling wine drinkers. 

 

The data is derived from Wine Intelligence’s own tracking research of UK sparkling wine drinkers, 

the most recent wave of which was a survey of 511 UK adults who drink sparkling wine, conducted 

in November 2011, using quota sampling to be representative of all UK sparkling wine drinkers.  

 

Richard Halstead, COO of Wine Intelligence, said: “The UK sparkling wine market has been one of 

the few bright spots in a relatively gloomy year for the wine trade. Within this market, the English 

sparkling wine growth has been phenomenal, and the product appears to be familiar to a much 

wider group than we had previously thought.” 

 

The UK Sparkling Wine Report is published by Wine Intelligence and available from the Wine 

Intelligence Reports Shop, priced at £1,500 or 3 Report Credits.  
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Report details: 

Request a single-user licence of the UK Sparkling Wine report for £1,500 / AUD 2,400 / 1,842 € / 

USD 2,435* or 3 Report Credits. 

Further details about the reports can be found at www.wineintelligence.com  
Requests for purchase should be directed to reports-shop@wineintelligence.com  

*We calculate all non-UK currencies based on the exchange rate of the day. Please request syndicated research Terms and 

Conditions for more details. 

 
How the data was collected: 
Data collected for this report comes from Wine Intelligence Vinitrac® - the online wine drinker 
survey - November 2011, n = 511, fully representative of UK sparkling wine drinkers.  
 

For full details on the methodologies used in these reports or any Wine Intelligence research, 
please contact natasha@wineintelligence.com or see www.wineintelligence.com  

  
About Wine Intelligence  
Wine Intelligence is the leading research-led strategy consultancy serving the global wine industry. 
It conducts client-specific research projects to enable companies to gain greater insights into wine 
markets and wine consumers, and helps business leaders develop business strategy and 
marketing plans. The company also assists businesses in developing new brands, and in 
formulating and communicating marketing messages within the industry. For more information, 
please visit www.wineintelligence.com. 
 

Contacts:  
Natasha Rastegar, Wine Intelligence Ltd., +44 (0) 20 7378 1277 (London, UK) 
natasha@wineintelligence.com 
 

 Pour tout complément d’information sur ce sujet veuillez contacter Natasha par email 
natasha@wineintelligence.com 

 

 Para recibir más información, pónganse en contacto con Natasha: natasha@wineintelligence.com 
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